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Clients of ADI Chemical Market Resources are familiar with our Polyolefins &
Elastomers (PO&E) newsletter.  We recently re-launched this newsletter in a new

format and with a new name -- PO&E Plus -- reflecting its legacy and now expanded
coverage of polymer and chemical markets.

Key chemical industry drivers

U.S. and Canada slowed down in the wake of sluggish industry drivers
Purchasing manager's index is showing a decline in economic health
around the world

Americas

Chevron Phillips and Qatar Petroleum are jointly developing a
petrochemical plant on the U.S. Gulf Coast
Methanex announced it will build its third methanol plant in Louisiana
U.K.-based Synthomer plc acquiring Ohio-based Omnova Solutions

Europe

Borealis and Repsol are commercializing new recrcled polyolefin products
Italy-based Sinterama was acquired by Indorama
Talks of a specialty chemical joint venture between Clariant and SABIC
have failed, creating financial troubles for the Swiss group Clariant
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Asia-Pacific

Japan's government is taking initiative to monitor and manage mercury
used in manufacturing in Asia by establishing laboratories and database
in association with the UN
Chinese electronics company, Haier, entered Iran's petrochemical
industry to provide IoT and digital transformation solutions

Rest of the world

The only natural-gas-to-gasoline plant in the world has started operations
in Turkmenistan

U.S. Monthly Average Commodity Prices
(Cents per pound from PolymerUpdate.com)

Ethylene: 13 

Propylene: 25 

Styrene monomer: 44   

Vinyl chloride monomer: 29 

Ethylene dichloride: 16 

Polyethylene (HDPE): 43  

Polypropylene: 54 

Polystyrene: 61   

Polyvinyl chloride: 43 

Polystyrene (HIPS): 66 
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